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PARASHAS BAMIDBAR ' 3
1 1 H astem spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of Meetin

Census

inthe the land of Egypt, saying:
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t the beginning of this parashah,
immediately precedes the yom tov of Shovuos, our
Sages in the Medrash comment as follows: Tw2wa

|3T21 07221 WR2 TN 7ant) 07927, This means that at the time

of 7Mn (N2 three particular factors were present. There was water
dropping from the clouds, fire on top of Mount Sinai and the
whole event occurred in the wilderness. What was the special
significance of these three things that our Rabbis should stress

their presence?
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#There is another aspect to the requirement of abandoning oneself
to Torah that is even more difficult than the forfeiture of material
comforts — the attainment of humility. One must both be humble
enough to learn from every man and to teach everyone, regardless of
status. Even more 1mportant1y, he must be prepared to divest himself
of all his preconcelved ideas and beliefs. Only if one is prepared to let
the Torah possess him and guide him totally, will its secrets be
revealed.

All are blind until HaKadosh Baruch Hu opens their eyes
Bereishis Rabbah 53). When we view the world through our own
eyes we are subject to our material desires and the distorting effects of
passion and bias. Only when we let the Torah mold our thought
processes can we view the world in its true perspective. There is no
truer humility than subjugating one’s most precious possession, his
mind, to the Torah.)

In order to serve on the Sanhedrin, one had to be able to prove that
a sheretz does not cause nlual impurity, even though the Torah
explicitly says that it does. The judges had to recognize that with their
own great mental acuity they could convince themselvesigf_g_ll_nostj

anythmg, and therefore needed to subject their own thinking to that

of the Torah. The Rogachover Gaon once gave a shiur to his students
in which he proved that chametz is permitted on Pesach. He then
asked his students to refute his proof. They tried in vain to do so.
When they gave up, the Rogachover opened the Chumash and read
them “Do not eat chametz” (Shemos 13:3). That, he said, is the only
refutation necessary. All the intellectual gymnastics in the world
cannot alter one sentence in the Torah.

”The words of the wise are like prods" (Koheles 12:11). Just as the

and condition one to think in the Qaths of llfe gChagrga 3b). SMA (to
Choshen Mishpat 3 §13) comments that the thinking of baalei batim
is opposite to that of Torah thinking. The intention is not to denigrate
the layman, but to point out that when we rely on _our_own
reasoning, distortion is_the inevitable result. When we seek the
guidance of gedolei Torah, we are seeking a mind so steeped in Torah
— to the exclusion of all personal biases — that everything that they
say or do is solely a reflection of their understanding of the Torah. ie.,
daas Torah. Only a mind conditioned to thinking from God's pomL*
t

of view, as revealed in the Torah, can view the world withou
distortion. _

on the first of the second month, in the second year after their exodus fra
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- 4] Yosé ben Yo'ezer of
Tz'redah and Yosé ben
Yohanan of Jerusalem re-
ceived the tradition from
them [the Sages mentioned
above]. Yosé ben Yo'ezer
of Tz’redah said: Let your
house be a meeting-place
for scholars; sit at their
feet in the dust, and drink
in their words thirstily.
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} 15] They each said three
things. Rabbi Eliezer said:
Let your fellow man’s hon-
or be as dear to you as
your own; do not be easily
moved to anger; and re-
pent one day before your
death. And [he further
said]: Warm yourself by
the fire of the Sages, but
beware of their glowing
embers, that you be not
burnt: for their bite is the
bite of a fox, their sting is
the sting of a scorpion, and
all their words are like
coals of fire. 2
% s Fron Siem- K Nem
“Just as the nature of fire is such that if a man draws too close to it he
is burnt, and if he moves too far away he is cold, so [by analogy] can 2 man
do naught else but warm himself over against the fire of the Sages.” So states
the Midrash."" Living in a cold, hostile, bewildering world, we need the life-
giving warmth of the Torah that our Sages teach. But to warm yourself by a
fire, you must stand somewhat away from it and let the radiating heat encom-
pass and warm you. If, in a fit of misplaced enthusiasm, you seized a glowing
ember, the results would be unfortunate.
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In order to acquire a proper knowledge of Torah, a person
needs to possess three basic attributes. The first is MY, humility.
He needs to recognise that, at best, he has little knowledge of
the breadth and profundity of Torah, and however much he has
learned he has only scratched its surface. Hence true scholars are
always referred to as 022N »1mabn, students, who continuously
seek to augment their erudition and are not given to arrogance.
For this very reason, the Torah was revealed to Klal Yisroel on a
lowly mountain and through the medium of Moshe, the meek-

est of men. To reinforce the importance of this quality, water
fell from the clouds hovering over Mount Sinai. Water symbol-
ises modesty — it descends from high places to a lower level,
Torah, too, is only found amongst those who are self-effacing

and unassuming (Taanis 7a)
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A prerequisite for receiving Torah is self-abnegation, nullifica-
tion of .one’s personal desires such that the self becomes compa-
rable to a desert — a desolate, ownerless place. This idea 1s found

in our prayers, where we state, anMN2 "% Nng ,ann Ya% 9y3 ‘W?n‘

_ “Let my soul be like dust to all: open my heart 10 Your Torah.” If
one takes on the characteristic of dust, diminishing one's self. one’s
heart becomes receptive to Torah. The vital factor then, to enable us
to receive Torah, is the slaughter of one’s personal ego and desires.

L

I God repeatedly counted the people due to His love for them.
At every opportunity they were counted: when they went out of
Egvpt He counted them, when they fell at the sin of the Golden
Calf He counted them, when He came to manifest His Divine
Presence He counted them. On the first of Nissan the Mishkan
[Tabernacle] was erected, and on the first of Ivar He counted
them.

ﬂ-‘ Enumeration then, is an expression of endearment, similar to
the habit of a miser who constantly counts his cherished money.
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The Midrash interprets the word 1XW to indicate not only the
counting of the people, but also an elevation to a high position. This
is the word used by Par’oh when reinstating the condemned butler
to his original position. Counting the people, then, makes the people
great, raising them to a level of increased importance. |

Not only does the word 79 mean to count, it is also used in vari-

ous contexts to indicate appointment to a high position, and the dele- ‘—

gation of each individual's task and mission. When Moshe wanted to
transfer the mantle of leadership to Yehoshua, his words were: TpD?
alatah v S

| Importance brings obligation and responsibility in its wake. He
who has more importance has been endowed with a greater mission

in life which he is required to fulfill. A person cognizant of his im-
portance will concurrently be filled with anxiety lest he has failed 1o
utilise all of his gifts to the correct end. In this light we can under-
stand the story told of a certain brilliant individual, who, following
his immediate response to a halachic question, broke down in tears.
The sharpness he had demonstrated in his quick reply highlighted
bi;_l_r_emcnduus ability. On this account he cried, awed by the great
expectations which the Almighty doubtlessly had of him.

o

However, too much humility can be counter-productive
Someone mayv belittle his ability to such an extent that he
despairs of ever being able to learn properly and becoming a ben
Torah. This defeatist attitude is unwarranted because the same
intelligence and ambition that we use for business can also be
applied to Torah and with equal success. Everyone must have a
modicum of self-esteem in order to make progress in life and,
similarly, a tinge of haughtiness to advance in Torah scholar-
ship. This characteristic is represented by tlames of fire, which
always reach upwards and symbolise the aspirations and confi-
dence in one’s ability that a person must have to grow in Torah.

I_S'Now that we have seen how a mission results from man’s im-
portance, we can understand the duality mherent in the two verbs
we have been discussing. It is enumeration that gives each person
his importance, and thus his task in this world. No wonder that the
words 10 and T have the double meaning of “to count” and “to
appoint”; counting is an expression of appointment to mission.

[é This principle can be seen clearly in the earlier explanation ot
Rashi, wherein he enumerated the various occasions upon which
the Almighty counted the Jewish People. God counted them upon
their departure from Egypt — for the journey from Egypt involved
awesome wonders and miracles, the likes of which had never been
witnessed. Once having experienced sights of this nature, greater
service was incumbent upon them. They were now endowed with
a new mission.

| When God manifested His Divine Presence on the occasion of the
establishment of the Mishkan, He counted His nation once again. The
people now had an intimate connection to the Divine Presence. More
was expected of them: the level of their previous service was no lon-
ger sufficient. The counting thus brought a greater task to the people.

[}

The Almighty said, “"Who will place Me in a desert” Who will
station Me in a place where 1 may abide, that | may forsake
My people? | am praised in the desert.” The situation can be
compared to a prince who entered his kingdom. whereupon all
who saw him fled from before him. He entered another state,
where again the people fled from before his eves. Finally, the
prince entered a ruined city, and the inhabitants met him and
began praising him. Thereupon, the prince declared that he
preferred this town to any other, and it was here that he would
establish his throne. It was in this place of ruins that he would
dwell.

God encountered the sea, which fled from before Him. He
met the hills, which danced away as rams. God then came to
a desolate wilderness, and there He was praised. God then
declared that it was this place of ruins which was preferred
above all the states. It was in this place tha g, filled with joy at
the prospect that the Almighty would dwell amongst them "

nghusc cities which had already been built, where civilization was
already established. did not welcome the prince. In such a place.
a feeling of satisfaction prevails. An infrastructure has already
been accepted, and the prince i1s not required. No void is present *
which they seek to fill, thus 1hey'-fafl fo acknowledge the presence
of a prince who is ah_liéfioi found u__go_l":iérem system of government. It
is.only when there is a lack of established protocol that a state wil]
welcome a visiting prince and praise him, desiring that he lead them
in the establishment of their country. |
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When one feels one’s past is in ruins, when one’s yesterday is

—P derelict. one looks to the future with an attitude of hope and recep-

tiveness. Future changes are excitedly anticipated. However, when
one recalls’one’s past with a smug satisfaction at one’s previous
achievements, one faces but one thing: stagnation. It is only when
one considers one’s past as insignificant, and even deleterious, that

one faces a tomorrow of change and growth.
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Each person must view himself as standing on a frontier; past
behind him. and future ahead. In the perspective of the past, one
must consider one’s achievements as insignificant. 230 A0 mxon
nrpTE - “What are we? What is our life? What is our righ-
teousness?” These piercing questions from our prayers must shake
cach person out of his slumber. Our past must be considered as a
wilderness. barren and desolate. This attitude, however, must be ac-
companied by a strong recognition of the future, of the seeds which
at present lic dormant heneath the sand. It is through negating past
fulfillment that one can truly build the future. And that future is a

thipg of wonder. of enormity, ut’mjgl,unlj.umsd.

The future is life’s mi

po RS

' The Chevoth HalLevavoth applies this idea to the study of To-
rah:

DPYK NN 1902 1YY NP0 79w PIN N3 ShnnY 7 KXY

.0MN MAT2 IYYNnIA ...anm "T'D‘? KYw M) 0K M,
When one's intellect is developing, and one begins investigat-
ing the books of the Torah and the prophets. one should read
them as if one has never learned them before. So one should
do with all works of the Sages.

*Bct’ure embarking on the journey in search of knowledge and
wisdom, one must consider oneself as a desert. Through negation of
one’s past intellectual achievements, one will be able to learn Torah
on a much higher level. Once one is willing to uproot preconceived
ideas, one is receptive to change and new intellectual awareness,
and can thus absorb words of holiness, understanding them as they
should be grasped. The past is nullified: and the future is thereby
elevated.

ssion. It will only become great if one does

not rely upon the past. The gift of Torah, the ultimate exaltation and

transformation of one’s

life, was given in the desert. For itis only

when one makes oneself as dust that one’s heart is open to receive

Torah.

A

Man is dear to the Almighty, for he is created in His image. A
greater love lies in that he is informed that he is created in the
Divine image, as is said, “For in the image of God He made *
man.”” How dear are Yisrael that they are called “children of
the Almightv.” A greater love lies in that they are informed
of this, as is written, “You are children of the Almighty.” The
Jewish People are so dear, they are given this beautiful tool,
the Torah. A greater love lies in that they are informed of
this... as is written, “For a goodly portion I have given you
— My Torah — do not forsake it.”"

“This Mishnah informs us of the tremendous potential latent
within. Momentous achievements are possible, for man is created
a;p‘)rﬁ %3, in the image of God, with the ability to imitate His holy

w;a_E._Our rel_a_tiﬁgis_l}_ip _to_lh? Almighty is as of a child to a father.
We have the potential to develop a relationship of such a depth of
love that it can be compared to the intense tie between father and
son. We have been bestowed with a Torah, with a goodly portion,
through which all this can be achieved. Our potential achievements
are awesome; inherent capacity to achiev i sed by
all. The past achievements, however, must be disregarded, rendered

as the barren nothingness of a desert. All depends upon the future,
and the recognition of the challenges which remain to be conquered.
It is through this attitude that one’s spiritual progress will continue
on an upward gradient. |

23
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Past achievements must be viewed as inconsequential. One
must instead consider one’s role in life, and the position which one

has assumed upon the path of history. And then, as onc turns to the
future. one must see it beckoning him to potential greatness. We
tread the path through the means of the “beautiful tool,” the Torah
bequeathed to us. A relationship of profound love connects the Jew
to his Creator. Image of God within. the Jew can move worlds. The
capacity for greatness lies within our very beings. Negating past
achievements. let us look to the future and build. Build majesty, and

build greatness.

A Yea Y
[A3YD1 1D TR oY (2 WD) b1 vminn® “AwiTpR MWE.a nY TNem
~191an man bpn e nmab awan

ST T T LMmYhT PYTY DR JREY TIn 01 0 AKm

a1 /1 NT2va STonn mntapyaT ahoen Aupn X0 73% anri avnt nae
» nbyby 73 TR AMDAT D NRSACAI T3S KO0 AR TR, NINIT P2
Bpnb mEna 7o fTK. 1T N Tevtr kYR MR nox mxet oA DR

SN Sp ApIph PN WIn RWMT MITE. DM

B D DR ”M3ND. T M ATRa. 1:‘1!!"’:‘ N33 /I WEY T AM 'F
MEYS TImKD WM A0 X M0 e MW L(X A ) T7mD Laan Yom Tmin
WPINNAZ SNTP MOOR TUEIT WTHA ¥ TRET B T 3RS SpER WIr
TInmwn nmay 7S °BY
—— e —

Y

MIPDM YISN MaTR. DBRI KT TN by may wRa wrowte M )
™ v omyeb %) JSpena ma M2 oamnad oomzw 'R v ns
mm o /noesma 1b o (v e — a2 papel MaT) Tens  nwmaTinm mpmna2
(7 ‘5 mna et S T7R) BT bTaman andw wd mkwant by e (UK
mpr DMIR EAYRA JAMY by omn rb Tt fm o, moreh ment wsn T2
oynb A wRm W (R T MeIEn) D Tml mpnb pedhm M



'QQ ﬂi [ 8.;-,.]1‘»‘.':‘5,“_.,5295,_,,:.. |2 M

are 1 possession iy

i the Holy One Blessed be 1

v different level.... Theretor

the insertion or deletion ot a

ippears that tt

e traditior

¢ words subdiy

single letter 1s unfit

irl seems neither to add nor to detract [trom th

» Torah that was Ins

i 15 Name

£ inlo names on

ribed i black 1ir

Feal s
was in the manner that we

il witl
ntnuous, wil

i ' 1

garding the torah jnsiru

terpret itin the manner

Into words, &

names or in the manner ol our nnnlm;.-

nland the mitzaah jecommandment | And

t was given 10 Mosheh Rabbenu [inwriting ] in the manner of partition

f

n order to] read the mitz

*1on ®Y nRONT MmN '[‘7'!-'!1 NM¥NIT TN PO TIARD WA

oy K9R om0 wh Y10 R Ayan DRTY 1R % ohva
= (377 MAWNR >*D D7IDT) "HRR KWW DR DOKRD

B RYR PP DMK DPRW MR AMN3 “RRR"T LRI M2 A1 AN
N0 M7, 2% IN¥MHD AW 15D MRR AW 3 NBR KIAW M5H NHRA
NP AR awn nnk 71T % R Y L enyy mea Xon nwynn
NP OIRW OB KN NHR D ,0TPR IBRDI TN WA LDINKRA 712 TN
T PR - NP1 10D NDXA ORI LTpD T aTye o RY ,0¥¥3
.Mpp3a RYR D¥Y2 NDR

SR v e by unmay Y penwab wAn arn 13 uToyn W ﬁl\
AYY@ N¥ 13 ORI 0™IPD 0DYD 112 NNV Y5 e n Yab ‘71nwn‘7*
- :0M
by Y 31 prrdmn o™n Y PRARY o™n ma 003 Y ATNAYN MUPAp K
91 M 71T mrRe mwnn Yy mar

> AR 732 09 7 YR 3pRaY 0IRA K132 PO 0D MR 0D WY
SR By vy 8 owap T ab ron 9

TIDRY 7Y 0pn MY I AYont annY oony nMyap e 10

T 1YY DMK TWDIWIT TIYI TR *PIYK NyenY oipn yapn Yo YN
T %Y oo anb TRe KYEN ,1w7aR DmaR Sw o vrabnn Ton 0 T
X 113 ,AY°DN3 TINR LD KIAW INYenb mpm P DRT YD MYIp
o¥pYY DMp NMIToM My rm x‘)"m:n\?n‘;“nnn nbyna aor M NP

~RBR*3 VYT APA2 WD MY3p 11TYA OMaR YR KDY oDl !
TIOR WD RN Y 7P CBY 13Y0 B AN2IND 3nOw Ann YRRt B ')
| Lmpn3 KYX ATIEFA PRR AR TN 13 0K @MY S0Pt AYR WPRT TPDI WW

- o 3

TRT Y710 MIBRY 0PN YT KUY 7 TOTW DMITE PAD LTI mpt .3
1730 M52 PITT RA 7D ,IRD D°p1 0M1372 ANk oaw XA o3 phn b
TOR X7 DR WK NPT TN ApT awaa Mt xan ovwb phn 1 er
- 02 Dwyn 03 1 T OR R WD MPT 1Y PRY O M DIRY
R 1,3 WAAR NPT RPIT 3% WD DY TP 21,0"Mpn 1131 0w
YR PRE 0v0N *YHI DMWY oMM T ADIKRD 17 IR0T YT Ry
HR 0N 12 WP D IWR 11 MIAMY LI LTI P RYR LT T2
Y@ TM5YD 0D 120 OO TP DY MIW NITD] BEY PIp 13 107
MPT IR T LKIR ,ATAY TR IRD a2 .0™pD YT Y m-.-r.:l;
1OTRT 022 AT KPYT D MR

27 a

ARPAY TN oY ) A73apRw YYIN TIDR Y N1 WR W'D e 7y
¥a% *3 IR AT ORam .mab wR 2 Yy aMnw wRa p% 72N3
Tn% M AT nYYan Mann R MAwm oYM ona Loy X0 127 'f—
,TRD MY (7 DNYRA 7I0n hmne Ak oRMp o) “NRR hmnt ov o
oy °577 1T N3 My nuY1a DWW ORY O T3 ,oewswnid

("
nain Dule, . ,\.-\-.;C/y?

manne Menn %21 IRD N Trpy LvO0w MRl Y
o k.

723127 MIYY (PR NM¥RTT PRy X131 TN Wan 47apat mRsnn
owyna oy XMan YR 2pnab 00y oYwa OTR I3 DORIDIP MINK
1T Yy P13 TPR nngn mranw oy oy X913 790 ROR LOTINTD
o™p% MAWER INR 72 WA MR K73 127 nmyn T yank 0TR Yo
BYIY K73 725 ,0K1 AR T3 VAN DIRTW 773P ¥ KIT? PR ANED
MaMAR ,“ABK ATNY 0 ANERTT M1 - 191 DRI X DR Yo% MW 19IK3

LIR™M3N YN DXy KON ,YTAVTIAY ,DMpR DUWYD [IPRW  MNCENT

A7

i

-T1pn3 K2 oxya mbyor Mo minbw nupY ora byw ,wn 112
729D TN ABKR AT - OTRT D¥YA KWW AR :NoR Yw awan onman e

LIPIPBR MR 19¥R nMpn RO

=

0
Moynn Yo nuph 1 nmay neab aomx or 7T Sy 3 Y nman wann

PR - AT3YT ANw YR DY P
Tom R? R DTN KM% DX pYTRR A72pAwD TN Yva - DR
yOUm ,0Mpw 120 RI” YR MR TR L0700 7030 % ,mab ik
,07T01 YP13 KW £°2077 TONTT 037 1700 YY 02 MTND ORED NRRTT
.OB3Y 070N MY'0aY 01 MmN K1¥nb WY NDRT LIPDT KUK
DIRW 7R MBIV 13Wnna AR N0 RY 2%aw wanw uta cmane va Y
- Inawnn Hyonn WK1 353 IMNNTER PRI WK P %owa a0 1IN
D3 - 9 MR PYOWR mona IR 2%2 whn DRI LNpR WR T
D'WYD 0N ,2VENaY) 17277 12307 722 wamn Yow oX1 LnnR WK I

- oMo DWwym oMW 1% TD PR D1 .293) WK DI0WA IR Ovph
MIM21 WA QTN DWYHT W 0T AX 71 OTM0 0'UYD 0K NDR WK Py

Tt UNRR MR I -
3% .. Mideael

_,Finally, water represents the physical element of man. In the
thought system of the Maharal, every object is described in terms of
chomer, the raw substance, and tzurah, the form which the material

takes to make it useful. For example, wood is chomer, but chair or book-
case is its tzurah, The most striking example of pure, unchanneled
chomer is water, which takes the shape of whatever container it fills. [t
thus has absolutely no tzurah of its own. The human body without the
soul’s guidance is merely undeveloped chomer and thus is pertectly
represented by water.
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And if we really had the proper perspective about chessed, we .

If, however, you loved chessed for its own sake, if you felt a
need to do chessed for the benefits it brings to you, you would
not be resentful. True, this neighbor really needs some serious
tutoring in mentschlichkeit. But that is a different matter alto-

o . gether. It has nothing to do with you. You did the chessed, and
g Someone moves onto the block. You introduce yourself and start you gained from it. No one took you for a ride! You got what

a conversation. It turns out that your new neighbor’s workplace is you needed from the acts of kindness you did for that ungrateful

wouldn’t risk the resentments and misgivings that sometimes

plague people who do a lot of chessed. I'll give you a scenario that is
not so uncommon.

not far from yours. He asks you if he can catch a ride with you,
and you magnanimously say yes. After all, you enjoy doing chessed,
don't you? This goes on day after day and week after week. The
neighbor rides to work with you. He doesn’t offer to take his car
once in a while. He doesn't offer to pay for gas or tolls. He doesn't
even offer to drive a little. You begin to feel upset. Perhaps, you tell
yourself, he is planning to give you a mishloach manos to end all
mishloach manos. Perhaps, you jokingly tell yourself, he is planning
to give you a new car. Then Purim comes, and he shows up at the
door with a pineapple and a bottle of wine.

Now you are really upset. You are angry. You feel he has taken
advantage of you, that he has really taken you for a ride. You feel
like a schmatta, a worthless rag. You are sorry that you ever offered
him a ride in the first place.
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neighbor. You are not a patsy.
Yo

So how do you becomes a lover of chessed? How do you rise to

the next level, where you not only perform acts of kindness for
other people but are also passionate about it?

1 would suggest that you play the role, that you become an actor
for a while. Don’t worry about being false or hypocritical. This is an
exercise, and in the end, your act will become the new you. Just to

use one example, when a meshulach comes to your door, welcome
him as a long-lost friend. Bring him into your house. Offer him a
drink and perhaps even a meal. Ask him how he is doing. Ask him
about his family in Israel. You will see his face light up. Here 1s a
person deflated and beaten down by the drudgery and humiliation
of going door to door for handouts, but when you welcome him
warmly he will undergo a transformation. He will square his shoul-
ders and a warm twinkle will appear in his eyes, and he will open
up to you and talk about his life and his family and his experiences.
And you will see a human being revived, and you will love every
minute of it. Do it again and again, and you will become hooked.
Like Avraham, you will feel deprived when you do not have the op-
portunity to do chessed. You will hunger for it and thirst for it. You

will become a lover of kindness.
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33 3 “as 148, =1 once heard, in
the name of the previous Lubavitcher
Rebbe, z'l, that Chazal’s statement
“izeh ishah kesherah? Ha’osah retzon
ba'alah” describes the tremendous
influence women can have on their
husbands, the true power of the Jewish
woman. They have the potential to
influence the development of his ratzon
so he'll either want to serve Hashem or,

chas v'chalilah, not.
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